OCEAN BRASS

TO JOIN THE BAND

Enquiries from new players wishing to join the Band are always welcome.

The band strives to achieve the highest possible standard it can, so we welcome and encourage confident and competent players who can also sight read to a reasonable standard. 

For principal positions, we would expect a standard of around Grade 8.
In order to ensure the highest possible playing standards, to maintain a balanced ensemble and to maintain our current grading for contesting, Ocean Brass have adopted the following selection process for any applications to join the band.

1. Please make applications to join the band in writing, using the attached form, and directed to the band Secretary. (The application form is also available on-line at our website: www.oceanbrass.com )

2. You will be invited to attend rehearsals for a period of at least 4 weeks. After this period both you, section principal and Musical Director will be able to assess where you would best fit in and then a formal invitation to join the band can be made.
3. For principal positions, the Musical Director may require you to attend an informal audition. This audition would be in private, during a convenient break in a rehearsal, and would be attended by the MD, the Bandmaster and the Principal of the relevant section of the band. The applicant will be required to play a piece of their own choosing which clearly demonstrates their playing standard and to play a piece of sigh reading.
4. If we do not have a vacancy for your instrument you may still be asked to join or play on an occasional basis as a stand in or extra player at a rehearsal or concert. A band can never have too many good players!
5. If you are invited to become a full time member you will be required to pay an annual subscription, which is currently £140 per year paid quarterly. Rehearsals are on Thursday evening from 7.45 to 9.45 pm, and are held at St Mary’s College in Bitterne, Southampton.

